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SUBJECT: INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL PROJECT 

REF: MUSCAT 400 

1 . REFTEL PASSED TO HAROON OF IHC NEW YORK. IHC IS MOST 
THANKFUL TO AMBASSADOR FOR HIS ASSISTANCE. 

2. IHC VICE PRESIDENT BURGUND DEPARTED APRIL 8 TO MIDDLE 
EAST, AND HOPES TO VISIT MUSCAT SHORTLY. IHC SENT TELEX 
TO RAJAB APRIL 8 STATING IHC AT LOSS TO UNDERSTAND ACTION 
AGAINST NEVILLE, AND REQUESTING RAJAB TO AGREE TO MEETING 
WITH BURGUND. 

3. MR. WOOD, AN ASSISTANT TO HAROON, PROVIDED DEPARTMENT 
WITH BACKGROUND OF PROBLEM, AS PERCEIVED BY IHC: NORMALLY, 
IHC PRACTICE IS TO TRY TO WORK WITHIN TRIPARTITE RELATION- 
SHIP, I.E., IHC, BUILDER, AND LOCAL NATIONAL GOVERN- 
MENT. PROBLEM IN OMAN IS THAT SOJEX IS CLOSELY TIED IN 

WITH GOVERNMENT AT HIGHEST LEVELS. IHC APPREHENSIVE 
THAT QUARREL WITH SOGEX WILL BE PERCEIVED AS QUARREL WITH 
OMAN. IHC CHARACTERIZES ITS RELATIONS WITH SOGEX, 
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; MUSCAT, AS "ONGOING BATTLE". IHC FINDS SOGEX'S WORK 
COMPLETELY UNACCEPTABLE: SOGEX IS USING "INFERIOR 
MATERIALS", APPLYING "UNACCEPTABLE CONSTRUCTION PRACTICES", 
AND GENERALLY "CUTTING CORNERS". OMAN PROJECT IS ONLY 
IHC-SOGEX DEAL IN EXISTENCE. 

4. DEPARTMENT OFFICER BRIEFED WOOD IN BROAD TERMS ON 
GENERAL COMMERCIAL-POLITICAL CLIMATE IN MUSCAT, 
PARTICULARLY RELATIONSHIP OF LEADING SOGEX PARTNER TO 
OMANI GOVERNMENT. IHC ALREADY GENERALLY AWARE OF 
PROBLEM. 

5. DEPARTMENT OFFICER TOLD IHC THAT EMBASSY MUSCAT WOULD 
BE GLAD RENDER ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE, AND ENCOURAGED 
IHC TO SUGGEST TO BURGUND THAT HE ALSO PAY CALL ON 
AMBASSADOR WHEN VISITING MUSCAT. 

6. IHC PROMISED KEEP DEPARTMENT FULLY INFORMED OF 
DEVELOPMENTS AT THIS END. DEPARTMENT WILL KEEP POST 
INFORMED. SISCO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 09 APR 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE085458 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: PDMOLINEAUX:LB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 34-01 54 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760477/aaaacnup.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 MUSCAT 400 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: ElyME 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 JUN 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <15 OCT 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL PROJECT 
TAGS: BGEN, MU 
To: MUSCAT 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



